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  native of Broken Bow,   
  Oklahoma, Bob Burke is 
a practicing attorney in Oklahoma City.  He also is a 
historian and prolific writer who has authored more 
than 70 books, including Bryce Harlow: Mr. Integrity, 
which received a Pulitzer Prize nomination.  Before 
beginning his law career, Mr. Burke was a radio/
television sportscaster and journalist in Oklahoma and 
New York.  He holds a bachelor of arts degree from 
the University of Oklahoma and a law degree from 
Oklahoma City University.  Mr. Burke is active in civic 
and community affairs and has served on the boards 
of the Oklahoma Arts Institute, Oklahoma Foundation 
for Excellence, Oklahoma Heritage Association, Jim 
Thorpe Association, Wiley Post Commission, Red Earth 
Board of Directors and Oklahoma City University 
President’s Club Executive Committee.  In 2004, 
Mr. Burke was named to the Oklahoma Journalism 
Hall of Fame in honor of his early-career stints as a 
reporter with ABC Sports and his time as disc jockey 
with KOMA and KTOK 
radio in Oklahoma City 
as well as KBEL radio 
in Idabel.  In 2006, he 
was given the Lifetime 
Achievement Award by the 
Oklahoma Center for the 
Book and inducted into the 
Oklahoma Hall 
of Fame.
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                     he Bob Burke Autographs of American   
 Leaders Collection came to the University 
Libraries in 2006 as a gift of Oklahoma City attorney Bob 
Burke, who is also a historian and collector.  The collec-
tion consists of letters, documents, photographs and writings 
signed by every president and vice president of the United 
States, from George Washington to George W. Bush.  Also 
included are writings, signatures and documents of 43 of 
the 60 people who have served as Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives.  Other items of interest are 
the over 600 political 
campaign buttons and other presidential memorabilia.

Mr. Burke began collecting autographs when he was 
a junior high student.  He wrote to Barry Goldwater and 
the politician sent him a signed photograph. Oklahoma 
Congressman Lyle Boren gave him letters signed by 
two presidents.  For years he searched bookstores and 
autograph dealers in New York, Boston and Philadelphia.  
He laboriously accumulated genuine writing from every 
president after more than 30 years of collecting.  The most 
difficult item for him to acquire was one signed by William 
Henry Harrison.  He was president for only one month and 
all 14 documents he signed as president are in the National 
Archives.  Mr. Burke finally found a handwritten order by 
Harrison when he was an Army officer.  A few items of vice 
presidents were equally hard to obtain because some of the 
earlier ones have been lost in obscurity.
      The political campaign buttons 
are excellent examples of the 
creative, sometimes zany, attempts 
of politicians to gain the attention and 
votes of the American people.

AUTOGRAPHS OF VICE PRESIDENTS:
n	 Aaron Burr’s franking signature on an envelope 

addressed to Major Augustine Prevost

n Handwritten document dated 1792 by 
 George Clinton

n Handwritten letter from John W. Taylor 
 (11th and 14th Speaker) dated 1822

n	 Handwritten document signed by Jonathan 
 Trumball  (Second Speaker) dated 1741

AUTOGRAPHS OF SPEAKERS OF 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

COLLECTION HIGHLIGHTS

THE COLLECTION

T T																					he president and vice 
                     president are the only gov-
ernment officials in the United States elected by and repre-
senting the entire nation. The president of the United States 
shares power with Congress and the judiciary, as leader of 
the executive branch of the federal government, in order to 
enforce the laws of the land and to preserve the national 
interest as Commander in Chief of the 
armed forces. The president is elected indirectly through the 
Electoral College to a four-year term. Between the 
adoption of the Constitution in 1788 and the donation of the 
autograph collection in 2006, 42 individuals served 
as president of the United States.     
      Holding the least understood and most frequently 
ignored constitutional office in the federal government, 
American vice presidents have included some 
remarkable individuals. Fourteen of the 44 former vice 
presidents became president of the United States.
 The Speaker of the United States House of 
Representatives is second in the presidential line of 
succession, immediately after the vice president. To 
date, the implementation of the Presidential Succes-
sion Act has never been necessary; thus, no Speaker 
has ever acted as president.
 These are the leaders who have guided 
the United States throughout its rich, 
momentous history. This collection includes
autographs, documents and manuscript 
items that bring many of them to life.

AUTOGRAPHS OF PRESIDENTS:
n	 Handwritten letters from James Garfield, Rutherford 

B. Hayes, Abraham Lincoln and 
 William Henry Harrison

n Official appointments from Grover Cleveland, 
 Franklin Pierce and Woodrow Wilson

n	 Cover of December 4, 2000, issue of Time magazine 
(Florida voting machine controversy) signed by 
George W. Bush


